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A Green Cornfield
Christina Rossetti

The earth was green, the sky was blue :
i)y il pladl g sl o) jad il Y
I saw and heard one sunny morn
daiiadll ALY aaf Flua b Caawg il
A skylark hang between the two,
GEEY) G (Blaa B il

A singing above the corn ; )‘—
EJM\ 9 :\.wu ‘ A 5ole S
\Ys
A stage below, 11 gay ,

White butterflies danced on the wing, \
=N Cuad j cliay el @

And still the singing skylark soared , \
% Glay Aaal) 5l il J15 Y

And silent sank and soared to sing.
(h (o Bl el p ladie x5 lba gy S

The cornfield stretched a reen Q(;)
g—% emal sl el 3,0 Jia

To right and left beside my walks Walks \%

I knew he had a nest unseen ‘\\’

o 31 Ul 5 il el (Mg el M

Sia e agal iy i e
Somewhere among the&(bﬂ .
Ondke Go b OlSa A
And aslpa e\@hls%
aief ) adiad S g Ladic
While s/ unny moments slid ,
e 48 il sl ety
P s mate sat listening long,

Ay sl 5 ASLA) guaind s 43885 L)
And listened longer than I did .
Ul Caaaia) Las J oal 5 58] Camatial
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Vocabulary
1- A speck is something small.
- If something isin accord , it is in agreement .
3- The word 'tender' suggests something fresh and

young .
4- A bird lays eggs in a nest and when they hatch,

it looks after the young and feeds them .
- It's the long, upright part of the plant that
supports the leaves . ,\
6- Swift means fast . ®
Comprehension ")

alks through a corn field. As she walks

The poet describes how content she feel
along , she sees a skylark flying in th \lt'doesn't sing as it flies lower . Below it ,
butterflies move quickly in the cornfl_% e poet Knows that the skylark's nest is hidden
in the cornfield. She imagines t ompanion is also listening somewhere in the
cornfield . )

Analysis < 'b‘\'b\\

1- Examples of allit

e | singing sp \%nr) While swift the sunny
moments slid
e | An |\ the singing | listening long
sky red (line)
° “Vsilent  sank and | listened longer
_\]soared to sing

ing alliteration creates music ; it adds to the rhythm of the poem and also links
dissimilar words together ( here we have soared and sank, silent and singing ) .
2- The listener is the skylark's mate.

The references to another listener are:-

| knew he had a nest unseen. (the female bird is sitting on the eggs)

Perhaps his mate sat listening long. (the female bird)

-3-
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3- We know that the poet leaves the cornfield before the skylark has stopped singing
from the last line in the poem ' And listened longer than | did.' This shows that the
poet leaves the corn field but speculates that the bird's mate might still be listening
to the song .

4- List the colours that have been used in the poem.What do you think they symbolize ?

Green, blue, white. | think that green symbolizes the freshness of nature; it is used in

conjunction with blue to emphasize how bright and vivid nature can be . White is used

to symbolize the purity and elegance of the butterfly.

5-Rhyming words occur at the end of lines and in a pattern. The pattern is called a

rhyme scheme. Describe the rhyme scheme in this poem.

The rhyme scheme is abab. In other words, the first line and the third lines*rhyme, as do

the second and fourth. y

Christina Rossetti A

She was an English poet who WFote a variety of romantic , devotional , and children

poems. She wrote the. ‘poems “Goblin Market’ , ’Remember’, "the words of the
Christmas Carol" and\n(the Bleak Midwinter .

Jliadl) g dsilalal) Mladll e Ae gane CuiS 4y jalail 3 el CilS 1894 ale Cud 615 1830 ple & Dl

L Qe ailad g Al

"IN Caatie ™ " Ml ae duiel ST g M SHT o M sl Gy jie " ailal Cug
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A Green Cornfield
Christina Rossetti

The mood of the poem is joyous and life affirming. ;
BLall S8 5 = jia Banadll alall sall
The poem is a celebration of life, nature and love.
Al gEadall 5 3Lally Jldia) o4 Sauaill
It focuses on a simple detail of a skylark singing.
w2\ s 5l il by ag i e S 5 A
(This bird is traditionally associated with joy andfeonnects this with the idea of continuity of
life.
o c3ladl A )l el 3588 s Liday yr Rl C8 5 ra g 7 A ae (gl JSGy Doy yilall laa
The skylark has a nest and a mate, the songis)jdst one sign that life goes on.
Boaiu 3l o)) o Ao Lis a dpe V) g dag 4l i 413l ik
There is an implicit contrast between the poet's solitary state and the pairing of the birds.
osbll Aal 535l 58 el Baa (e (Bl 2 g
The narrator is reliving a specighaftérnoon she once spent in a corn field.
300 Jia 8 Wil Aala Gl S0 4y ) )
For the first time she acknowlédged ' the million stalks ‘.
-l i (e Cdle dpaaly Cayini 3 0 Y
And realizes haw muehshumans should appreciate the rich , fertile soil of the earth and its
ability to predueefood for humanity .
bS] e i paa 5 (ia )¥) Asad) s duall Ll ) o o ) e cang oS i s
She finds Solace in watching the butterflies and pauses to listen to the skylarks serenading
one anqQther:

NowrdMguazd ol 2l ald 235 o8 5558l ) sl ) s (ST g5 ) LS A Baaliie G () slall a5 o
She‘unintentionally loses track of time while in the cornfield because she is treasuring each
moment of listening to the sounds of the creatures and witnessing the commonly
unnoticed beauty of nature.

< gaal () g lain¥) (e ddaad JS 508 LY 50 Jis 8 Wasa g oLl (e 3L Lgasioa) 885 0B 2y o

LBl e g Lial) dadal) Jlas Lasdis 3.5 5 1841

Rossetti takes a walk in the spring and finds a bird singing and soaring with life giving
energy.
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Blall o Caa 48y clandl & Blagg i Tia ad g a1 sl 8o 530 )5 )
The mood is quite joyous, and the playful freedom of the lark who dips and soars as
butterflies dance between the stalks below , they express the optimism of tender, green,
youth .

O ol ol @l L sall 8 Gl s eV e O ) da pall 5l e 4y a5 s = ge aladl sl

C wadY) (add) il Ol e yied o Jiu1 8 bl i,

The poet is led to hypothesize the presence of an unseen love nesting below if for no other
reason than that the spring time demands it .

Ol e ()l Aaa il o3gd dua sl il 5 JAY) 3 all S je e (e dga g Ana 3 cila s el

N Ay Gty

And that the lark's exuberant acrobatics must be directed to anothertecause joy and hope
cannot be solitary , but must be reciprocated . Y 4

OsSe o S Y Ja g 7l Y 485 ) g g Ll e 30 Y 5yl )Luu\j@\u)d\ubd‘i\ub

- ) G A8 OhSS () s s s ol (el

Coming as it does at the end of a happy poem about sprihg , the abrupt end line speaks an

unspoken bitterness.

JJQDJ\)AL)Q&_\MLQJ\JAY\)M\ DBLAA\U)S.\ @J\M&o@ad@b@@d&\ﬁ%
. QL.L‘)Q

The time has grown late , the sun is sinking_“and thé poet must get home for dinner.
celall Jbl 5l ) 2 sad ol gang Bue il 5 sl e ey 8 Gl g o Tialie i 5l maal
Is that why she cannot stay to listen asithe lark's mate listens?
¢ i) JaiilSadal) slie ) g Laiadll slall (o Leaiar (53 Cand) s ey Ja
Or is that she is suddenly overwhélmed by loneliness , by the absence of love in her own
life.
Rabal) Lgiln 3 conll e Le 5 s gl Lgi 58 5l Ll Cany ol
By her jealousy and rage at@n*unseen bird who joys in the songs and dances her husband
makes for her ?
¢ Lol Len s Loy (AL g e YL aiaiodt i e elllia ol S0l Ladie Lgaae 5 L e sy ol
As you see , thevpoetthas no husband to love.
ez el ol 3 LAl G i LS
But the peet™does not complain , literally , she is looking for sympathy , she wants to
communicaté a concept.
AL W e Gy o Adhlall e daa oa B s JS S0 Y 8 el (S
It is{passible to understand love , real love , as taking joy in other's accomplishments and
still to live without it.
O OSan @lld pa g aall e agd sean die o AV G laily & i ladie ¢ Aiall Caadl ¢ ol agds G (Saall (e
call g sn Gl
That is the metaphor generated by the ironic ending to this poem.
Banadll s3e] 3 ALl Auleill (1 dagdi g3 Slaall sa &l




