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CULTURE SPOT

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT

\ JORDAN'S PARLIAMENT

Interview with Jordanian expert, Dr Kamil Alsa’ati

Different countries have different systems of government and they can be quite confusing. So how does
Jordan’s parliament work? Jordan expert Dr. Kamil Alsa'ati helps us answer the question.
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So, how do,you define Jordan’s political ?
Well, Jordan is a constitutional, hereditar
government.s ruled by a prime mlnlst r who

chooses the cablnet subject to p

chy in which the King is the main adthérity. Jordan’s
ppointed by the King. The prime minister also
roval.

impogant! Can >zexplain what a constltutlo on Chy |
A constitutional’mo y means that the fiBharch — the king — foII ns tutlorﬂld shares

power with the gov Quite a few C(grles have this system .of govern ent,inc |ng the
United Kingdo I Japan.
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And in Jordan, the National Assembly consists of two houses, is that right?

Yes. Since the 1952 Constitution, Jordanians have been able to join political parties, and today,
Jordan’s National Assembly (or Majlis Al-Umma) consists of a Senate (or Majlis Al-Aayan) as its
upper house and a House of Deputies (or Majlis Al-Nuwaab) as its lower house. The 40 members of
the Senate are given four-year terms by the king.
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Right. So how does the King decide who should be a Senator? And who chooses members of the
House of Deputies?

Senators must be over 40 years of age and must have worked in important positions in government or
the ministry. The 80 members of the House of Deputies are elected every four years.
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| see. Can anyone be a member of parliament?

Well, of the 138 seats in Jordan’s parliament, 18 are reserved for women and 12 for minorities.
Sl 8 Vpame 0038 o ot 6 (Sas b o

GBS VY 5 s Lucll Taaia YA Gaaneadi i ¢ 52,3 el ) 8 Taxia VFA G g clinaa,

And what happens.when the Prime Minister proposes a new legislation?

Both the Senate and House of Deputies can debate and vote on legislation. First, the Prime Minister’s
proposals are referred to the House of Deputies. If it is approved, a draft bill passes to the Senate, and if
this also approves the bill, it is up to the King whether to accept or refuse the bill. If it is refused, the
bill goes back to the House of Deputies where it can be amended and debated again. If the bill is passed
by more than two-thirds of the Senate and House of Deputies, it becomes an Act of Parliament, or, in
other words, a new law.
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And this all happens in Aimman, does it? 2 =

Jordan’s modern Parliamént and House of Semates building is in Ammangyes: Before 1978, it was in a
different building which'ts now/the Museumyof Parliamentary Life. This washome to the*National
Assembly between 1947 and 1978 and wa:%ere Jordan’s independe€nce was declared 4, 1946. Today
it is a fascinating,museum. &3
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What about outside Amman?

MPs, of course, decide on national matters. At the local level, Jordan is divided into 12 governorates.
These are divided into districts and subdistricts that are headed by an official appointed by the Ministry
of the Interior. Cities and larger towns have a governor to represent the government. It is the mayors
and officials who make decisions about local matters.
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ST. BOOK P.61 Q1:

Work in groups. What do you know about Jordan’s parliament?
Jordan’s parliament is made up of two houses: the Senate (Majlis Al-Aayan) and the House of Deputies
(Majlis Al-Nuwaab). The Senate has 40 members, appointed by the King, while the House of Deputies
has 80 members who are elected every four years. The parliament’s job is to discuss and vote on new
laws. The Prime Minister proposes laws, and both houses debate and vote on them. If both houses
approve, the King decides whether to accept the law. Parliament also includes reserved seats for women
and minorities. 4
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Definition . . Arabic
The cabinet The important ministers who control Ol o sagall o) 38l — el sl Gulaa
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Constitution  The principles and ideasgayswhich a country o G ) Y Bl — ) sinall
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Draft bill The first version of a proposed law Ol e Y Al - sl g 5 e
Legislation The process of making laws Ol 58l G Alae — g il
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ST. BOOK R.61Q3:
Complete the sentences with and information from the interview.

Appointed — ¢z Four-year — <) giu gz Elected — s
Act of Parliament — (Atal s (55 Governorates — cuUsélaa

Governor — sélaa

1.Jordan’s government is ruled by a prime minister who is by the King.
A) Elected B) Appointed C) Selected D) Chosen
2.There are 40 members of the Senate who are given ____ terms by the king.
A) Two-year  B) Four-year C) Six-year D) One-year
3.The 80 members of the House of Deputies are __ every four years.
A) Elected B) Appointed C) Selected D) Chosen
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4.1f a bill is passed by more than two-thirds of the Senate and House of Deputies, it becomes an

A) Act of Parliament B) Official Law C) New Constitution D) Bill of Rights
5.At local level, Jordan is divided into 12
A) Provinces B) Governorates C) Districts D) Regions
6.Cities and larger towns have a ___ who make decisions about local matters.
A) Mayor B) GovEernor C) President D) Administrator
Answers:
1. C 2.:C 3. B 4. B 5 B 6. C

ST. BOOK P:61/Q4+0Q5:

Work in pairs. Read the tr|V|a quiz about parllaments around the world and deC|de |f the
sentences are true or false. -
Z

DID YQU KNOW.... 7B

1 The world’s oldest parllament that stlllysts is the Althing in Iceland It was fouﬁed in
the year 930 CE4/ g >

L2
2 The world’s Iargest parllament is Chm* Vv
It has 3,000 members.

3 The smallest ‘parliament. is*in Microne%\/ SUGESSTEI ANSWER
It has just 14 members.

India has round 146,000 inhabitants for each MP. X (' India has around 1.5 million
inhabitants for each MP)

4 )The world’s largest parliament building in the world is in Bucharest, Romania. It has more
than 1,000 rooms. v
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ST. BOOK P.61 Q5:
Listentoaconversation and check your answerstothe quiz questions.

AUDIO SCRIPT

A: You know that project I’'m doing on politics around = axes 8 dubed) Jsn adle Jacl Al & 5 piall o i )

the world? Sallall clssl
L: Yeah? Saxi J
A: I’ve found some interesting facts. ALaiadl 3 il @HlEal) sy s g Al
L: Such as? ke Jia:

A: Well, stuff like where you can find the world’s oldest
and biggest parliaments, for example.

L: Really? Give me an example.

A: OK, so, where do you think has the world’s oldest
parliament that still exists today?

L: That still exists today? Oh, I’'m n@t sure. Somewhere
with an ancient-history, maybe Egypt or Greece?

A: Yes, I thought that too. But you’re wrong. It’s
Iceland! It was called the Althing and was founded in the
year 930. Interesting! Tell me what else you found.

A: OK, well, Jordan hase238 MPs, right2 So which
country do you think has the largest parliament?

L: Not Jordan, | know that! It must be a big country.
China?

A: Yes - well donc. China’s parliamefthas 3,000
members. T

L: Wow, that’s a lot.

A: And can you guess which has the smallestparliament?
L: That’s more difficult. A small country, obviously, but
I really don’t know.

A: Well I couldn’t have guessed either. It’s Micronesia,
a group of islands in the Pacific. Their parliament has just
14 members.

L: What else did you learn?

A: Here’s an interesting fact. Most MPs round the world
represent about 146,000 people, but in India, it is much
more. MPs in India represent around 1.5 million people!
L: 1.5 million! Oh wow! That’s a lot.

A: And to finish, one final fact. Which country has the
world’s largest parliament building?

L: I’ll guess somewhere like the USA.

A: No, actually, it is in Bucharest in Romania. The
building has more than 1,000 rooms!

L: That’s a big building.
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ST. BOOK P.61 Q6:

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the words from the box.

T\ &l
THE ANSWERS SHOULD BE BASED ON MEANING THE “Tl‘ l (/!l
DERIVATION ()l]rl '
G Aral) o duise clilaY) S O g, &

Approve — &8s Independent — J&iwe  Minor — 535 / pia
Politics — 4l Propose — z i Represent — Jix

1. We are waiting for of the plans, then we can start to build the house.
A) approval 1
2. Ali is notat all
A) approval \ L
suprt the flue team.
C)gminority D) representatives ;

@2 from all the famous adverhs

C)minority D) repteser tativ. =
There are some very good.ideas:in then"l’.
A) approval B) political @roposals D) independence
6. Many countries have a special day to Mbrate the date of their
A) approval B) political C) proposals D) independence
Answers:
2. B 3. C 4. D 5. C 6. D

1. A
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ST. BOOK P.61 Q6:

REFLECT | Cu_ltu re In pairs, answer the question. . SUGESSTED ANSWER
Why do you think we need both a Senate and a House of Deputies?

Both a Senate and a House of Deputies are needed to create a balanced government. The Senate
represents different regions or states, ensuring that every area has a fair voice, even smaller ones.
In contrast, the House of Deputies represents citizens based on population size, meaning larger
communities get more voice in making laws. This system helps balance interests between large and
small groups. By having two houses, the government can review laws from different perspectives.
This prevents one side from having too much power and makes sure decisions are well thought out
for the good of everyone, absolutely fair.
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