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sTEPPING BY WOODSs
ON & SNOWY EVEN

POETRY LINES

Whose woods these are | think | know.

His house is in the village %OUA A

He will not see me stW

To watch his WOM up with s

My IWmustﬁink it quez
F G A b —
-

To sWIhMmhouse nez
=

Between the waods and frozen lake®
The darkest evening of the year? -
He gives his harness bells a shake
To ask if there is some mistake.
The only other sound’s the sweep

Of easy wind and downy flake.

The woods are lovely, dark and deep,
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But I have promises to keep,

And miles to go before I sleep,

And miles to go before I sleep.
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SOME LITERARY TERMS are needed

Term
Verse

il e
Syllable
adaia

Stanza

Alliteration
Hgall ) sl

Rhyme
< gualls Z..gm\

Quotesina
poem

Poet

Poem
Feelings

Definition (English)

A group of lineshatform one part of a
poem.

Any of the'tnits of sound wWhich a word is
divided.into which containgmeowel sound
and-often one or more cons@fant sounds.

in-‘a poem-or-piece of writing.

(Of words) To have the same sound at the
end of the word as another word (not
necessarily the same spelling), e.g., tough
and stuff.

Exact words taken from a poem

A person who writes poems

A piece of writing using rhythm and imagery
Emotions expressed in the poem

Definition (Arabic)
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Term Definition (English) Definition (Arabic)
Rhyming | The pattern of rhymes at the end of lines in a A58 s / A8l daas
scheme ||poem
Symbols ||Objects or ideas that represent something BEIYS)
else
ST. BOOK P.62:

Read th(_e poemon page 63. In pairs, discuss where and when you think the poem isset and what is
happening. SUGESSTED ANSWER

The poem takes place on a snowy evening in a secluded forest, far from human settlements. The speaker
pauses to observe the serene beauty of the woods but is reminded of their duties. The setting reflects
solitude and introspection, with the snowy landscape symbolizing calmness and the journey ahead.
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ST. BOOK P.62:0.2: o, <
~Definition : Word B Mea§1g
A smooth movementwhich curves g Sweep §w AaclidS o
Strange or unusual § Queer ‘ §M B
Being very soft 3 Downy ?’L;\'cj / Ra acls
A seriesiof short, quick movements :D Shake Axy s 4 /) )
A very small, thin piece, of something o Flake 488 ) 53y dakal / 48
A set of leather and metal pieces put around an animal to & pSaill g (g il Bae / 7 s

help control it Harness

O\‘ﬁaj\
ST. BOOK P.62 Q.3:

Study the last word in each line. Which words rhyme with each other in each verse? Do you
notice anything that is unusual or different between the verses? What is the effect that the
rhyming has? Discuss what you find with a partner.

"Note that in the first three verses, the final words in the 1st, 2nd and 4th line all rhyme. However, in the
fourth and final verse, all of the final words rhyme, and the 4th line is a repeat of the 3rd line. In addition,
in verses 2 and 3, the final words in the 1st, 2nd and 4th line rhyme with the final word of the 3rd line in
the previous verse.
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In the final verse, the lines all rhyme with the final word in the 3rd line of verse 3. This can be simplified
as an ‘aaba bbcb ccde dddd’ rhyme scheme. The repetition of the last two lines gives the idea of the long
journey ahead, but gives a sense of renewed focus."
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ST. BOOK P.62 Q.4:
Decide if the following statements about the poem are True (T) or False (F). Say why
1. The speaker is in a village.
False. "His house is in the village though™; (the owner of the woods lives in the village which is not
close by, so the speaker does not think he WI|| be seen.)
(45 ) Al 4l o ial) aiiey ymc@ﬂ m‘fd/@ﬂ/uﬁuw@w/maé) ‘"‘_U_)d.‘, yﬂ/uﬁmﬂ (bs

2. The speaker is worried about someong seeing him.
True. "Hewill not see me stopping, here"’(The speaker is not on his own land and so IS technlcally
trespassing. It also reflects his concern over heW society has an impact on his expemence, All he is
doing is enjoying a beautiful, natural scene, but he could getin‘trouble for doing'so.)
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3. The speaker is«€loseto a farm. - 4
False. "My littlg horsesmust think it queer T@3stop without a farmhouse near ' (The speér uses the

continuing his journey, compared with wh wants to do, i.e-rest and enjoy, the peacéﬁjl scene.)
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4. The-speaker is making his journey in Eébruary.
False. "The darkest evening ofthe year." (This refers to the Winter solstice which is around December
21st in the Northern hemisphere and June 20th — 22nd in the Southern hemisphere. Robert Frost was in
Massachusetts, USA when he wrote this, so it was the Northern hemisphere. This line indicates that it’s
a time to reflect and also of transition.) -
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5. The only sound the speaker can hear is the snow falling.
False. "He gives his harness bells a shake. Of easy wind and downy flake." (There’s also a gentle wind
and the bells on the horse’s harness. Nevertheless, these sounds are gentle and add to the sense of
peace.)
i po hasd z s (Ao (il sa) 5 Ads 2l L] llin) 7 5 W) elil] 5 Upsl] Lo ) o A 4ol AT pucn e Ll
(Pl ) pedl] ) Chuuaiy ddids < pua¥) 234

supposed thoughts of the horse to show hl%i\ awareness of what he should be doing, ¥. busily

6. The speaker wants to stay longer than he can.

True. "The woods are lovely, dark and deep, But | have promises to keep," (This line shows how
inviting the scene is, but the speaker knows that he cannot stay as he has business to attend to. After a
quiet moment of reflection, he continues into not just his journey, but also the future.)
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ST. BOOK P.62 Q.5:

Answer the questions about the poem. Make notes on reasons for your answers. Then discuss

with a partner.

1. How do you think the speaker is feeling?

The speaker is feeling tired. It’s evening, and he’s traveling in very difficult, cold conditions. It’s so cold
that the lake is frozen. He 1s also arguably a little depressed as he’s attracted to the darkness and solitude
of the woods and would like to escape to it, yet acknowledges that he has responsibilities. _
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2. Do you think the speaker is rich or pqor’) Why does the speaker talk about what the horse is
thinking? n A
The fact that the speaker has a ‘little Horse! and \is traveling alone at night indicates thal‘. he is probably
not rich.”He ds also on someone else’s, laryd in an area that he’s familiar with, as, he‘knows where the
landownerives but is not his finak dest}natlon Thls suggests he’s passed through the aFe maybe several
times before while on business. Tﬁe horse’s thetights reflect the speaker’s own do&scfmce ot the horse’s
actual thoughts. He knows heﬂgan t stay long, both for legal and business reasons (he’ WSpassmg and
has other things to do). %
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3. Why do you think the time of year is |§9rtant to the poem?
"The darkest evening.of the year" ;shows th s the Winter solstice. It’s a time of transition as the days
will now: get longer as summer nears. It’s al86% time of reflection and rest, as typically people stay inside
during the cold weather and the darkness. c
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4. How do you think the horse is feeling?
Answer: As the horse shakes his bells, we can understand that it is perhaps nervous and wants to continue
the journey rather than stop in a cold, dark place. It wants to move on to a sheltered place (a farmhouse).
The fact that even a strong animal like a horse is uncomfortable helps to give the impression of how severe
the weather is. ,
£ i las)] f adied i
3k e il (e Yoy Aal Abial e 2 g sl ey Las 4l agdi O LiSay il jal glaal) gn Ladie s il
oo gl slae) e el 2l je pe sl o (o sl o sl in of Aiiin (e ) 30) oane 1S ) JEY) 3y oLl
(osilall 3 sud (520
5. Why do you think the speaker is attracted to the woods?
For the speaker, the woods represent peace and isolation from society. He works hard and has
responsibilities. They are also on another man’s land. He can only really admire them but isn’t permitted
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to go into them, as beautiful as they are. So there is a sense of longing too. They represent a brief and
beautiful break from the hardship of the speaker’s life. However, in looking at them, he receives a sense
of purpose and acknowledges that he must attend to his responsibilities rather than rest. _
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ST. BOOK P.62 Q.6:
Read the poem again and choose the correct answers.
1 How many syllables are in each line? ab b8 c 10

2 What does ‘alliteration’ mean?

a When avowel sound is repeated in the same line.

b When anidea is repeated in the same verse.

¢ Whenaconsonant sound is repeated in the same line.

3 Which ofthese quotesisan example of alllteratlon in the poem?
a Towatch'his woods fill up with snew - 4

b Between the woodsand frozendake

¢ The woods are lovely, darkand deep 2
4 How do the woods make the speaker inghe poem feel? _ =
. /a Scared b Comforted c Tirgd ° g
5 Whydoesthespeakercontlnue his jour - | FVJ } =
aItstoocoIdforhlmto rest. 4 bHethmkgwnlbeseen ¢ Hehas responsibilitigsy
Answers: o ¢
[ Db [ ¢ (D) a [ 47b [ 5 ¢
=
&

ST. BOOK P.62 Q.7

WRITING TASK Imagine you are the speaker from the poem. Write a diary entry about the day
you had when you finally reach your destination. What did you see? What did you think about?

What did you feel? FROM PAGE TO LIFE ‘

The poem was published in 1923 as part of a
collection of poems called New Hampshire.
The collection won Robert Frost his first Pulitzer
Prize. Frost claimed he wrote the poemin a few
minutes as part of one writing session.

Diary Entry December 21st
Today, | finally reached my destination. After a long journey through the cold and quiet woods, |
arrived at the little village | was heading to. The snow had stopped falling, and the stars above looked
like frozen sparks in the dark sky. The stillness of the woods stayed with me as | walked into town.
L) Laie i€ a3yl 45 8l ) cilia 5 edinle) g sl bl e Ak Al day Jen s ) ad] il il
sl S Laiy 88 5 4l ¢ g Il Aalbiall elaad) b Baenie Cl ) b 4 eland) 8 2 sail) Gf oy g bl Jadloss (a3
all
I couldn’t stop thinking about the woods I had passed through. They were so peaceful, and for a

mameont Lwanted to stav Biit | romembheored the nramicog | had tn keoan the noanle denendinog on me

and the road still ahead. The quiet beauty of the forest made me think about life, duty, and the balance
I between rest and responsibility.
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